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Disasters in Wisconsin….

• Definition of disaster: a sudden event, such as 
an accident or a natural catastrophe, that 
causes great damage or loss of life

– Natural

– Man-made

– Foreign Animal Disease
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Tornadoes
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Snow Load Collapses
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Flooding
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Fires
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Train Derailments



Integrity  •  Compassion  •  Community  •  Well-Being



Integrity  •  Compassion  •  Community  •  Well-Being



Integrity  •  Compassion  •  Community  •  Well-Being

Perishable Product
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WAHEMS
Wisconsin Animal Health Emergency Management System 

• Dept. Ag. Trade & Consumer Protection, Animal Health – Host

• WI Veterinary Medical Assn.

• WI Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory

• WI Department of Natural Resources

• WI Department of Public Health

• UW School of Veterinary Medicine

• APHIS

• FBI

• Homeland Security

• WI State Patrol

• FDA

• UW-Extension

• USGS

• WI Livestock Identification Consortium

• WI Agro-Resource Network

• State Emergency Planning
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Examples of Emergencies

• Foreign Animal Disease

• Public Health

• Nuclear

• Terrorism

– Table-top exercises

– Real-life scenario exercises
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Define Roles and Authority

• Location – warehouses for storage of 
supplies/equipment

• Unexposed people

• Supply access

• Testing – State Patrol

• Emergency plans – people take pets with 
them
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• Dead stock removal

• Disposal of product

• Farm maps and access

• Premise maps

• Stop movement – no longer option

• Agreements with other states – product 
movement (Secure Milk, Eggs, etc)

Define Roles and Authority
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Take Home Messages

• Get involved

• Processes are important

• Know players – build trust

• Know your role

• Your members are going to expect it!
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Thank You

Kim Brown Pokorny, MS, MBA

4610 S. Biltmore Lane

Suite 107

Madison, WI 53718

608-257-3665

kpokorny@wvma.org


