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Deliver BEST-IN-CLASS EXPERIENCES

of veterinary staff feel it is very important to 
know that their veterinary clinic strives to be 
as environmentally sustainable as possible

Environmental sustainability matters to our profession

65%
of pet owners would like to be 
informed of the sustainability 
efforts of their veterinary clinic

Sustainability matters 
to pet owners

Veterinary staff care 
about this issue

76%

Source: Client Choice May Provide an Economic Incentive for Veterinary Practices to Invest in Sustainable Infrastructureand Climate Change Education - PMC
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We have an opportunity – and responsibility – to improve our 
environmental impacts

Waste reduction Climate change 
8.5% 

of U.S. greenhouse gas 
emissions are accounted for by 

the U.S. healthcare system. 1

of waste are produced 
annually by the U.S. 
healthcare system.2

5.9M TONS

1 Dzau VJ, Levine R, Barrett G, Witty A. Decarbonizing the U.S. health sector – a call to action. N Engl J Med. 2021;385(23):2117-2119. doi:10.1056/NEJMp2115675

2 Voudrias EA. Healthcare waste management from the point of view of circular economy. Waste Manag. 2018;75:1-2. doi:10.1016/j.wasman.2018.04.020



Supporting environmental sustainability: Focus areas

Reduce our carbon footprint by measuring and cutting greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, using renewable electricity, and improving energy efficiency.

Decrease clinic waste by using fewer materials, reusing safe products, and 
improving recycling through better services, training, and signage.

Improve antibiotic prescribing in our clinics to help veterinarians choose the right 
antibiotic, at the right time, for the right duration, and only when necessary.

Waste reduction

Climate change

Pharmaceutical stewardship



Deliver BEST-IN-CLASS EXPERIENCES

When a DVM candidate had his choice of hospitals, our environmental 
stewardship let us stand out. Our initiatives served as a jumping off point 
to talk about something with passion and optimism. He saw a positive 
version of the future and joined our efforts. These practices continue to 
help create a team atmosphere and culture of purpose."

“

Sustainability supports veterinary recruitment & retention



Human healthcare association examples
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